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Abstract 

The interdisciplinary approach in Islamic studies has gained importance in 

contemporary Indonesia. The importance is mainly due to its socio-political 

issues, historical and cultural factors, and educational limitations. This 

research lays out the theoretical foundations of an interdisciplinary approach 

and explains why it is superior to more conventional methods. The primary 

purpose of this research is to analyse the benefits and drawbacks of an 

integrated strategy when studying Islam, focusing on Indonesia. In this 

research, the author argues that conventional methods fall short because of 

the complexity inherent in accounting for the myriad social, political, and 

cultural aspects that shape Islamic praxis. The finding of this research 

suggests that an interdisciplinary approach necessitates the merging of fields 

like sociology, anthropology, psychology, and history, as well as the 

promotion of novel partnerships and collaborations, in order to produce novel 

and original insights. It has ramifications for both study and teaching in 

Islamic studies as a methodology with the potential to enhance our 

understanding of the present Islamic world, Islamic cultural practices, and 

their historical origins. Insight into the Islamic world has improved, as has 

the standard of Islamic education, and societal tolerance and peace have 

blossomed due to these efforts. Future interdisciplinary applications in 

Islamic studies and their potential and promise are discussed. By encouraging 

collaboration and partnership across disciplines, an interdisciplinary approach 

can lead to a richer and more complex understanding of the Islamic world. 

Islamic studies benefit from an interdisciplinary strategy since it encourages 

more innovative and critical thinking. 

Keywords: Islamic Studies; Interdisciplinary Study; Multidisciplinary 

Approach; Indonesia 
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ص 
ّ

 ملخ

اكتسب  النهج  متعدد  التخصصات  في  الدراسات  الإسلامية  أهمية  في  إندونيسيا  

المعاصرة  بسبب  قضاياها   الاجتماعية  والسياسية،   والعوامل  التاريخية  

والثقافية،  والقيود  التعليمية.  توضح  هذه   المقالة  الأسس  النظرية  لنهج  متعدد  

التخصصات  وتشرح  سبب تفوقه على  الأساليب  التقليدية. الغرض  الأساس ي من  

هذا  المقال  هو  تحليل  فوائد  وعيوب  الإستراتيجية  المتكاملة  عند  دراسة  الإسلام،  

مع  التركيز  على  إندونيسيا.  في  هذه  الدراسة،  نرى   أن  الأساليب  التقليدية   غير  

كافية  بسبب  التعقيد  الكامن  في  مراعاة  الجوانب  الاجتماعية  والسياسية  

والثقافية  التي  لا  تعد  ولا  تحص ى  والتي  تشكل  الممارسة  الإسلامية.  تشير  نتائج  

هذه  المقالة  إلى  أن  النهج  متعدد  التخصصات  يستلزم  دمج  مجالات  مثل  علم  

الاجتماع  والأنثروبولوجيا  وعلم  النفس  والتاريخ،  بالإضافة  إلى  تعزيز  الشراكات  

والتعاون  الجديد، من أجل إنتاج رؤى  جديدة ومبتكرة.  وله تداعيات على كل من  

الدراسة  والتدريس  في  الدراسات  الإسلامية  كمنهجية  لديها  القدرة  على  تعزيز  

فهمنا  للعالم  الإسلامي  الحالي،  والممارسات  الثقافية   الإسلامية،  وأصولها  

التاريخية.  لقد  تحسنت   الرؤية  للعالم  الإسلامي،  كما  تحسن   مستوى   التعليم   

الإسلامي،  وازدهر  التسامح   المجتمعي  والسلام  بفضل  هذه  الجهود.  وتناقش  

التطبيقات  المستقبلية  متعددة  التخصصات  في  الدراسات  الإسلامية  وإمكاناتها  

ووعودها.  ومن  خلال  تشجيع  التعاون   والشراكة  عبر  التخصصات،  يمكن  أن  

يؤدي   النهج  متعدد  التخصصات  إلى  فهم  أكثر  ثراءً   وتعقيدًا  للعالم  الإسلامي.  

تستفيد  الدراسات  الإسلامية  من  استراتيجية  متعددة  التخصصات  لأنها  تشجع  

 .المزيد من التفكير الابتكاري   والنقدي 

المفتاحية: الدراسات  الإسلامية؛   دراسة  متعددة  التخصصات؛  نهج    الكلمات 

 متعدد التخصصات؛ إندونيسيا 

Abstrak 

Pendekatan interdisipliner dalam studi Islam menjadi penting di Indonesia 

terkini. Pentingnya pendekatan ini karena masalah sosial-politik, faktor 
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sejarah dan budaya, dan keterbatasan pendidikan. Penelitian ini memaparkan 

landasan teoretis pendekatan interdisipliner dan menjelaskan mengapa 

pendekatan ini lebih unggul daripada metode konvensional. Dalam penelitian 

ini, penulis berpendapat bahwa metode konvensional gagal karena 

kompleksitas yang melekat dalam memperhitungkan berbagai aspek sosial, 

politik, dan budaya yang membentuk praksis Islam. Temuan penelitian ini 

menunjukkan bahwa pendekatan interdisipliner memerlukan penggabungan 

bidang-bidang seperti sosiologi, antropologi, psikologi, dan sejarah, serta 

promosi kemitraan dan kolaborasi baru untuk menghasilkan wawasan baru 

dan orisinal. Hal ini mempunyai konsekuensi bagi studi dan pengajaran studi 

Islam sebagai metodologi yang berpotensi meningkatkan pemahaman kita 

tentang dunia Islam saat ini, praktik budaya Islam, dan asal usul sejarahnya. 

Penerapan interdisipliner di masa depan dalam studi Islam serta potensi dan 

manfaatnya dibahas. Dengan mendorong kolaborasi dan kemitraan lintas 

disiplin, pendekatan interdisipliner dapat menghasilkan pemahaman yang 

lebih kaya dan kompleks tentang dunia Islam. Studi Islam mendapat manfaat 

dari strategi interdisipliner karena mendorong pemikiran yang lebih inovatif 

dan kritis. 

Kata Kunci: Kajian Islam; Studi Interdisipliner; Pendekatan Multidisiplin; 

Indonesia 

 

A. Introduction  

Islamic study is a broad phrase that encompasses the study of Islam and allied 

subjects such as Arabic language and literature, history, politics, theology, 

jurisprudence, law, Sufism, philosophy, Islamic art, education, and architecture. 

Hence, even a rudimentary comprehension of the faith necessitates an 

interdisciplinary approach. Anyone interested in studying Islamic philosophy should 

first learn about Islamic history, theology, and law. An interdisciplinary approach is 

required to investigate the intricate interrelationships between faith, culture, society, 

history, and politics. It is vital to incorporate the findings of several academic areas in 

order to get a complete picture of Islam. An interdisciplinary approach to studying 

Islam will give the researcher a deeper understanding of the religion by delving into 

its numerous dimensions. The topic's intricacy needs an interdisciplinary approach to 

present a complete view. It enables Islamic researchers to investigate the religion's 

many elements, including its history, theology, law, rituals, anthropology, sociology, 

politics, and civilizations. It enables Islamic academics to understand better their 

faith's complex character and the numerous ways it connects with modern life. 

 

How to Cite This Article:  Rusli, Muh. “Interdisciplinary Approach on Contemporary Islam in 

Indonesia”. Jurnal Adabiyah 23, no. 2 (December 31, 2023). Accessed December 31, 2023. 

https://journal.uin-alauddin.ac.id/index.php/adabiyah/article/view/41638.  
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Islamic Studies' ability to draw on other fields of study is a key factor in 

releasing it from the confines of more narrow disciplines. Contemporarily, the issues 

of how has Islam developed over time in Indonesia?; the inquiry of how Islamic 

studies confront the problem of widespread diseases like covid-19?"; and many more 

pressing concerns and problems that should be addressed may not be successfully 

answered by standard academic theories in Indonesia12. Islamic Studies is 

interdisciplinary; thus, it may look at these problems from multiple perspectives 

(social, political, cultural, and religious)3. A significant additional advantage of an 

interdisciplinary strategy is its ability to promote cross-cultural proficiency4. By 

taking an interdisciplinary approach, fields like anthropology5, psychology, and 

sociology can contribute to the study of Islam, helping scholars better grasp the 

complex cultural milieu in which Muslims live6. Islamic Studies7 takes an 

interdisciplinary approach, allowing for a complete understanding of Islam. Islam is 

not just a theology but also a cultural, social, and political phenomenon8. Only with a 

deeper understanding can this complexity of Islam be grasped. The relevance of an 

interdisciplinary approach to studying Islam9 is emphasized by the fact that, like any 

 
1 C. Kersten, History of Islam in Indonesia: Unity in diversity. Edinburgh University Press, 

2017.  

2 Mukrimin, ‘”Intersection of Islam and Politics in Indonesia’s Local Autonomy Era”, Al-

Ijtima’i: International Journal of Government and Social Science, vol.9, no.1, 2023, pp. 119-138. 

https://doi.org/10.22373/jai.v9i1.2645 

3 N. F. Moghadas and M. Malekiborojeni, “The origin, requirements, and possibility of 

interdisciplinary studies in relation to Islamic studies,” Islamic Knowledge Management, vol. 2, no. 2, 

pp. 98–128, 2020. 

4 S. A. Arjomand, “The rise of interdisciplinary studies in social sciences and humanities and 

the challenge of comparative sociology,” European Journal of Social Theory, vol. 20, no. 2, pp. 292–

306, May 2017, doi: 10.1177/1368431016646112. 

5 M. Arifin, Agussani, and Rudianto, “Anthropological approaches in Islamic studies,” Revista 

Argentina de Clínica Psicológica, vol. xxix, no. 3, pp. 635–661, 2020. 

6 P. M. Kaplick, Y. Chaudhary, A. Hasan, A. Yusuf, and H. Keshavarzi, “An interdisciplinary 

framework for Islamic cognitive theories,” Zygon, vol. 54, no. 1, pp. 66–85, Mar. 2019, doi: 

10.1111/zygo.12500. 

7 C. Formichi, “Islamic Studies or Asian Studies? Islam in Southeast Asia,” Muslim World, 

vol. 106, no. 4, pp. 696–718, 2016, doi: 10.1111/muwo.12166. 

8 M. A. Abdullah, “Islam as a cultural capital in Indonesia and the Malay world: A 

convergence of Islamic studies, social sciences and humanities,” Journal of Indonesian Islam, vol. 11, 

no. 2, pp. 307–328, 2017, doi: 10.15642/JIIS.2017.11.2.307-328. 

9 Abd. R. Razaq, D. Mardiana, and Umiarso, “Development of Islamic education: the 

multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary approaches,” Al-Hayat: Journal of Islamic 

Education (AJIE), vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 58–68, 2020. 

https://doi.org/10.22373/jai.v9i1.2645
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other religion, Islam affects the daily lives of its members10. An all-encompassing 

view is essential for a critical and nuanced discussion of Islam. 

Since Indonesia is the world's largest Muslim-majority nation, Islamic studies 

have long played an important role in Indonesian society. Indonesia's rich Islamic 

scholarship and cultural heritage significantly influence the country's destiny. Islamic 

beliefs and practices are firmly ingrained in daily life. On the other hand, Islamic 

studies need to adopt an interdisciplinary strategy to stay up with the times as 

Indonesia continues to develop and modernize. Understanding the intricacies of 

Islamic civilizations and the varied experiences of Muslim communities requires an 

interdisciplinary approach to Islamic studies that draws on a wide range of disciplines, 

including history, philosophy, politics, anthropology, and sociology.11 This approach 

recognizes that Islam is more than just a religion; it is also a social, cultural, and 

political force that affects many facets of human existence. 

As we will see in the next section, the interdisciplinary approach is necessary 

to address the issues facing Indonesia's Muslim population today. Massive social and 

economic growth, political discord, and religious fanaticism are just a few of 

Indonesia's current issues. Islamic studies must go beyond religious texts and 

theology to examine the larger social, cultural, and political context from which these 

thorny issues emerge in order to obtain a thorough knowledge of them. To fully 

understand the rise of religious extremism and terrorism in Indonesia, for instance, we 

must take a holistic view. By using an interdisciplinary approach to Islamic studies12, 

we can better understand the complex web of factors contributing to individuals' 

radicalization and the growth of extremist groups through time13. 

Throughout this article, the term "interdisciplinary study in Islamic studies" 

will refer to bringing together insights from diverse academic disciplines to gain a 

complete understanding of Islam and Muslim society. This article acknowledges 

Islam's richness and diversity and the need for a comprehensive examination of 

Islamic thought and practice. Due to the country's vast Muslim population and varied 

cultural backgrounds, an interdisciplinary approach is gaining prominence in modern 

Indonesia. A nuanced understanding of Islam and its confluence with other facets of 

 
10 M. A. Abdullah, “Religion, science and culture: An integrated, interconnected paradigm of 

science,” Al-Jami’ah, vol. 52, no. 1, pp. 175–203, 2014, doi: 10.14421/ajis.2014.521.175-203. 

11 C. Formichi, “(Re) writing the history of political Islam in Indonesia,” Sojourn, vol. 30, no. 

1, pp. 105–140, 2015, doi: 10.1355/sj30-1d. 

12 M. A. Abdullah, “Islamic studies in higher education in Indonesia: Challenges, impact and 

prospects for the world community,” Al-Jami’ah, vol. 55, no. 2, pp. 391–426, 2017, doi: 

10.14421/ajis.2017.552.391-426. 

13 I. R. M. Fuerst and Z. M. S. Ayubi, “Shifting boundaries: The study of Islam in the 

humanities,” Muslim World, vol. 106, no. 4, pp. 643–654, 2016, doi: 10.1111/muwo.12163. 
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Indonesian culture is necessary to comprehend the religion's dynamic role in 

Indonesian society, from politics to daily life. 

Islamic Studies must take an interdisciplinary approach in order to present a 

complete picture of Islam. It is important to remember that Islam is a multifaceted 

cultural, social, and political force and a religion. Hence, a more comprehensive 

knowledge of Islam is required to appreciate its complexities fully. Because of the 

many ways Islam influences its adherents' daily lives, studying the religion from 

many perspectives is vital to get a whole picture of it. This all-encompassing 

perspective is necessary for a nuanced, critical dialogue with Islam. This article aims 

to draw attention to the value of an interdisciplinary approach to studying Islam and 

show how doing so can lead to a deeper comprehension of Islam in Indonesia. By 

discussing the pros and cons of such an approach, this study hopes to persuade 

academics and researchers to embrace it and increase the breadth of their studies. 

B. Literature Review 

To begin with, let us look at the literary studies on the interdisciplinary 

approach in Islamic studies. In the field of Islamic studies, the term "interdisciplinary 

approach" refers to the practice of examining Islamic studies via a variety of academic 

disciplines, including history, theology, philosophy, social sciences, anthropology, and 

art.14 It is a strategy that, rather than focusing simply on one particular field of study, 

helps academics appreciate the variety of Islamic thought and practice through an 

interdisciplinary approach.15 By taking this method, academics can acquire a more 

comprehensive and all-encompassing grasp of Islam and how it affects various 

aspects of society. 

The interdisciplinary approach can address the limitations of more specialized 

techniques by emphasizing the linkages between seemingly unrelated research 

fields.16 By examining Islam's historical, social, political, and geographical contexts, 

researchers can better understand how the religion has been practiced, interpreted, and 

institutionalized across time.17 It explains how Islam has impacted societies, how it 

has shaped cultures, and how important it is today. By drawing on the insights of 

 
14 M. K. Hermansen, “Survey article: Interdisciplinary approaches to Islamic biographical 

materials,” Religion, vol. 18, no. 2, pp. 163–182, Apr. 1988, doi: 10.1016/S0048-721X(88)80009-5. 

15 G. Marranci, “Introduction,” in Muslim societies and the challenge of secularization: An 

interdisciplinary approach, Gabriele Marranci, Ed., Springer Science & Business Media, 2010. 

16 M. van Bruinessen, “New perspectives on Southeast Asian Islam?,” Bijdr Taal Land 

Volkenkd, vol. 143, no. 4, pp. 519–538, 1987, doi: 10.1163/22134379-90003318. 

17 S. A. Malik, “Challenges and Opportunities in Teaching Interdisciplinary Courses on Islam 

and Evolution: A Theology-Centric Perspective,” Religions (Basel), vol. 14, no. 1, p. 95, Jan. 2023, doi: 

10.3390/rel14010095. 
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scholars from a variety of fields, we can gain a deeper understanding of the complex 

influences that have shaped Islamic philosophy and practice. One way to understand 

how Islamic history and religion have influenced Islamic law is to study Islamic 

law.181920 It can explain the thinking behind several traditions practiced by Muslims.  

C. Research Method 

The interdisciplinary method in Islamic studies recognizes that Islam is a 

complex and multidimensional religion that cannot be fully comprehended from a 

single point of view. Scholars can better understand how Islam is practiced and 

interpreted across diverse cultures, countries, and periods by relying on numerous 

academic disciplines such as history, theology, philosophy, social sciences, 

anthropology, and art21. The interdisciplinary approach in Islamic studies means that 

scholars and researchers from diverse subjects and disciplines, such as history, 

anthropology, sociology, philosophy, literature, and political science, collaborate to 

investigate various elements of Islam and its impact on society.22 This approach 

emphasizes that only a few disciplines can comprehensively understand Islam and its 

significance worldwide and that multidisciplinary collaboration is required to discover 

the religion's complexity. Scholars can evaluate Islam from numerous angles and 

analyze how it interacts with various social and cultural aspects using multiple lenses. 

Students can also investigate the diversity of Islamic thinking and practice, 

acknowledging that there are many interpretations of Islam and that the religion has 

evolved in response to changing historical and social settings. 

With this interdisciplinary approach, we may learn more about Islam and its 

effects on the world. It can help refute oversimplified or narrow conceptions of Islam 

while fostering a more nuanced and tolerant public discourse about the faith.23 In the 

 
18 M. Cammack, “Islamic law in Indonesia’s New Order,” International and Comparative Law 

Quarterly, vol. 38, no. 1, pp. 53–73, Jan. 1989, doi: 10.1093/iclqaj/38.1.53. 

19 L. Kushidayati, “The development of Islamic law in Indonesia,” QIJIS: Qudus International 

Journal of Islamic Studies, vol. 1, no. 2, 2014. 

20 M. Muhazir, “Islamic law politics in the contemporary era (Revealing the struggle for the 

positivization of Islamic law in Indonesia),” Al Hurriyah : Jurnal Hukum Islam, vol. 6, no. 1, p. 12, 

Aug. 2021, doi: 10.30983/alhurriyah.v6i1.3956. 

21 S. M. Naghib, Yusefi Taze Kandi, and M. Sazjini, “Interdisciplinary studies of the Quran 

and it’s differentiation with comparative study and scientific interpretation,” Biannual Journal of 

research in the interpretation of Quran, vol. 3, no. 5, pp. 209–177, 2016. 

22 S. A. Arjomand, “Islam, Political Change and Globalization,” Thesis Eleven, vol. 76, no. 1, 

pp. 9–28, 2004, doi: 10.1177/0725513604040108. 

23 R. Al-Hamdi, “Coping with religious tolerance and gender equality: comparing Islam and 

good governance perspectives,” Indonesian Journal of Islam and Muslim Societies, vol. 5, no. 2, p. 

163, 2015, doi: 10.18326/ijims.v5i2.163-193. 
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end, an interdisciplinary approach to Islamic studies has the potential to promote 

peace and harmony across diverse people and cultures, leading to a more just and 

equitable society. Two examples of multidisciplinary approaches are studying the 

political and social conditions in which early Islamic scholars formed various schools 

of Islamic law or investigating how Islamic art reflects cultural and religious values.24 

This interdisciplinary viewpoint can also be used to contextualize current debates and 

challenges within the Muslim world, such as the role of gender, the relationship 

between religion and politics, and the interpretation of Islamic scripture. In light of 

this, an interdisciplinary approach in Islamic studies provides a richer and more 

nuanced knowledge of Islam and its influence on world society. Instead of depending 

on oversimplified or restrictive interpretations, it encourages scholars to study Islamic 

studies through many lenses and realize the variety within Islamic philosophy and 

practice. The multidisciplinary method is essential to the modern study of Islam 

because it recognizes the richness and diversity of the Muslim world. It acknowledges 

that different academic fields can shed light on Islam from varying perspectives and 

that this calls for an interdisciplinary approach to studying Islam. 

That is why taking an interdisciplinary approach to learning about Islam is 

essential-bringing together various viewpoints aids in revealing the similarities and 

differences between Muslim countries and cultures. It also enables academics to 

examine the myriad of elements affecting phenomena like terrorism and bigotry, 

leading to a more nuanced understanding of these concerns. The complexity of Islam 

can be understood through an interdisciplinary approach, enabling academics, 

researchers, and students to go past simplistic narratives and prejudices. Indeed, the 

interdisciplinary approach acknowledges that there is no single way to comprehend 

Islam and that multiple viewpoints are required to understand this multifaceted faith 

thoroughly. 

D. Result and Discussion 

The study of Islam can encompass a multitude of disciplines. Each field sheds 

light on the richness and variety of Islamic traditions and customs. For instance, 

studying the past can show how Islamic civilization evolved over time, including its 

political, social, and economic institutions.25 Understanding the daily struggles of 

Muslims in various parts of the world can be gained via the study of sociology and 

anthropology. Gender studies can highlight the varied experiences of Muslim women 

and non-Muslims. In contrast, theology and religious studies can examine Muslims' 

 
24 A. S. Jahar, A. Mursalin, I. Subchi, and M. Rahiem, “Interdisciplinary Islamic Studies in 

conjunction with the 1st International Conference on Education, Science, Technology, Indonesian and 

Islamic Studies,” in CIIS and ICESTIIS 2021: Proceedings of the 4th International Colloquium , Jambi: 

European Alliance for Innovation, 2021. 

25 R. Feener and M. Cammack, “Islamic law in contemporary Indonesia: Ideas and 

institutions,” Islamic Legal Studies, vol. 5, 2007. 
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religious beliefs and practices and their interaction with Islamic scripture. Islam's 

influence on contemporary political systems can be studied through political science. 

Literature and art history, meanwhile, can shed light on the development of Muslim 

cultural expression and innovation over time. 

1. The Distinguishing Interdisciplinary Approach from Conventional 

Approaches 

The conventional approach to Islamic studies concentrates entirely on 

studying the Islamic faith, its history, and its sacred writings. Islam's cultural, social, 

and political components are sometimes disregarded in favor of a focus primarily on 

the religious perspective. The historical development of Islamic studies and the 

conventional understanding and practice of Islam form the basis for the traditional 

approach to studying Islam. Islamic studies initially concentrated on studying the 

Qur'an, Hadith, Islamic law, theology, and others, with a particular emphasis on 

comprehending the fundamentals of Islam and how they have been understood and 

applied over time. The interdisciplinary method has helped academics understand 

Islam, its traditions, and its social and historical background. Critics have pointed out 

that the traditional approach only considers religious issues and ignores the broader 

context of Islamic culture, society, and politics 26. Several academics contend that this 

myopic view ignores the rich diversity of Islamic philosophy and practice and instead 

supports outdated power systems. Avoiding themes of current importance can also 

reduce the potential impact of Islamic studies. 

A more interdisciplinary approach to Islamic studies that combines viewpoints 

from other subjects like history, anthropology, sociology, political science, and 

cultural studies has gained popularity in recent years to solve these deficiencies. The 

interdisciplinary approach aims to offer a more nuanced view of Islam as a religious, 

cultural, and political phenomenon by examining its diversity and unity and the 

complexities of Muslim civilizations and their connections with other cultures and 

societies. 

Scholars can better comprehend Muslim communities' intricate relationship 

between religion, culture, and politics by taking a more holistic and integrative 

approach to Islamic studies. These can help people have a more complete and 

accurate understanding of Islam and its place in the world today. Recognizing the 

various ways in which Islam interacts with other religious and cultural traditions 

needs the need to engage with the complexity and diversity of Islamic thinking and 

practice. Therefore, this multidisciplinary strategy has the potential to deepen our 

 
26 Mukrimin, “Intersection of Islam and Politics in Indonesia’s Local Autonomy Era”, Al-

Ijtima’i: International Journal of Government and Social Science, vol.9, no.1, 2023, pp. 119-138. Doi: 

https://doi.org/10.22373/jai.v9i1.2645 
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knowledge of Islam and foster a more open and well-informed discussion regarding 

the religion's contemporary role in society. 

In contrast, the interdisciplinary approach in Islamic studies seeks to include 

various viewpoints and approaches to comprehending Islam. Other fields, including 

history, anthropology, literature, psychology, and political science, are also included 

in it, in addition to studying religious texts. This strategy acknowledges that Islam is 

both a religion and a cultural and social phenomenon that has far-reaching effects on 

societies worldwide.27 Islamic studies can be understood more fully by taking an 

interdisciplinary approach. It recognizes that the larger social, cultural, and political 

framework in which religion functions cannot be separated from it. As a result, this 

method brings together academics from diverse fields to investigate and study various 

facets of Islam, such as its history, culture, literature, psychology, politics, and 

economics. Scholars from a wide range of fields have been working together to study 

Islam in recent years, demonstrating the growing popularity of this multidisciplinary 

approach. The interdisciplinary approach offers novel understandings of the numerous 

sociocultural settings in which Islam is practiced by drawing on disciplines as diverse 

as anthropology and psychology. The interdisciplinary approach allows us to 

investigate and comprehend how Islam interacts with other spheres of life, such as 

politics, economy, and gender, to form religious practices and beliefs. 

Also, the multidisciplinary approach taken in Islamic studies has been 

essential in addressing modern problems like Islamophobia282930 and political 

extremism. Many challenges are complex, and an interdisciplinary approach makes it 

easier to provide workable answers or fully comprehend their core causes. However, 

scholars in the multidisciplinary field can provide a more nuanced and comprehensive 

understanding of these issues by accepting a variety of viewpoints. When studying 

Islam, it is essential to take an interdisciplinary approach to overcome traditional 

barriers across fields of study and arrive at a more comprehensive and nuanced 

understanding of the religion. This method encourages communication between 

people of different faiths and cultures, leading to increased understanding and the 

development of practical solutions. Ultimately, the multidisciplinary approach in 

 
27 F. Volpi and B. S. Turner, “Introduction: making Islamic authority matter,” Theory Cult Soc, 

vol. 24, no. 2, pp. 1–19, 2007, doi: 10.1177/0263276407074992. 

28 S. Zuhri, “Regimented Islamophobia : Islam, State, and Governmentality in Indonesia,” 

QIJIS (Qudus International Journal of Islamic Studies), vol. 9, no. 2, p. 387, Dec. 2021, doi: 

10.21043/qijis.v9i2.8249. 

29 K. O. Dauda, “Islamophobia and Religious Intolerance: Threats to Global Peace and 

Harmonious Co-Existence,” QIJIS (Qudus International Journal of Islamic Studies), vol. 8, no. 2, p. 

257, Dec. 2020, doi: 10.21043/qijis.v8i2.6811. 

30 S. Garner and S. Selod, “The Racialization of Muslims: Empirical Studies of 

Islamophobia,” Crit Sociol (Eugene), vol. 41, no. 1, pp. 9–19, 2015, doi: 10.1177/0896920514531606. 
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Islamic studies is crucial for encouraging inquisitiveness, learning, and social 

transformation. 

Islamic studies' interdisciplinary approach encourages critical thinking and 

analysis beyond religious orthodoxy. It invites scholars to look outside the box and 

see Islamic studies from multiple aspects, allowing them to appreciate and understand 

the subject's intricacies. The interdisciplinary approach to Islamic studies is a 

relatively recent methodology that tries to broaden the conventional study of Islam by 

embracing methods and views from anthropology, fiqh, sociology, history, 

psychology, political science, and others. The interdisciplinary approach views Islam 

as a religion and way of life with cultural, social, political, and economic components. 

Studying Islam from an interdisciplinary approach enables scholars to analyse the 

relationship between religion and society and how Muslims practice and interpret 

their faith. 

One of the main benefits of the interdisciplinary approach is that it encourages 

critical thinking and analysis among researchers, allowing them to confront and 

question established assumptions and ideas. Islamic studies, defined by religious rigor 

and dogmatism, require it. Using a critical approach, researchers can analyse the 

diversity of Islamic philosophy and practice without sliding into essentialism, which 

reduces Islam to a homogeneous entity. The multidisciplinary approach helps scholars 

to explore Islamic studies from many aspects, helping them appreciate its intricacies. 

Sociologists can analyse how Islamic ideas and practices affect Muslim societies' 

social structure and dynamics. Political science can examine the relationship between 

Islam and politics, especially modern Islamic political movements and government. 

Hence, the interdisciplinary approach in Islamic studies is a significant development 

that expands the conventional study of Islam by embracing numerous academic areas. 

This method emphasizes critical thinking and analysis, allowing researchers to 

examine Islam's many facets and appreciate its intricacies. 

2. Challenges Faced by Islamic Studies in Indonesia  

Understanding Islam and its place in Indonesia's history, culture, and society 

can be aided by studying Islamic Studies, a crucial academic discipline. Despite its 

importance, the area is beset with problems hindering its progress and ability from 

contributing to the academic world. This essay will analyse the main obstacles to 

advancing Islamic Studies in Indonesia, including socio-political difficulties, 

historical and cultural considerations, and academic constraints. 

The primary challenge for Islamic Studies in Indonesia is socio-political 

difficulties marked by political tensions, religious conflicts, and division. The 

development of conservatism and extremism in Indonesian society has mainly 

influenced Islamic studies and led to the marginalization of moderate opinions. 

Researchers with opposing viewpoints are frequently ignored, and their voices are 

drowned out in public discourse. Political tensions heighten religious division and 
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hinder the academic freedom required for critical inquiry and study. As a result, there 

is a need for intellectual variety and hurdles to advancing Islamic studies in Indonesia. 

Recent years in Indonesia have seen a growth in conservative and radical 

Islamic ideas, which has profoundly affected the study of Islam. It has sparked socio-

political problems that threaten to stifle the nation's growth of a nuanced and critical 

Islamic scholarly community. The exclusion of centrist perspectives is a severe issue. 

As conservative and extreme beliefs gain ground, moderate academics find it harder 

to get their voices heard. As a result of their marginalization in public discourse, 

Islamic Studies would benefit by hearing from a broader range of people and 

considering their points of view. The political difficulties in Indonesia that contribute 

to religious polarization are another major problem31. The difficulties in Islamic 

Studies have been made worse by the country's history of religious strife. The growth 

of diverse and multifaceted Islamic research is further hampered by these tensions, 

which limit the academic freedom necessary for critical inquiry and scholarship. 

A lack of intellectual variety and institutional hurdles to growth hinders 

Islamic Studies in Indonesia. For every field of study to thrive, develop, and evolve, 

diversity of thought, critical inquiry, and accessible academic conversation are crucial. 

Due to institutionalized bias, marginalization, and division, Indonesian Islamic 

Studies is hindered from developing into a multifaceted, diversified, and significant 

subject of study. Hence, the difficulty of Islamic Studies in Indonesia is more 

comprehensive than in the academic community. It is also difficult for the larger 

society to maintain academic independence, intellectual variety, and a culture that 

values the diversity of thought and promotes critical thinking. Only by tackling these 

issues can the field of Islamic studies in Indonesia realize its full potential and make 

significant contributions to academia, society, and the globe. 

The second challenge is Indonesia's history and culture influencing Islam 

studies. Indonesia's rich Islamic history and culture have been affected by 

colonialism, syncretism, and nation-states.32 These elements have affected how Islam 

is practiced and interpreted in the country and how it is researched. Indonesian Islam 

is often studied in this setting. This perspective should incorporate more diversity of 

Islamic practices and beliefs in the country and the worldwide Islamic tradition. The 

outcome is a limited and narrow understanding of Islamic studies in Indonesia that 

can limit its worldwide relevance. Due to these characteristics, Indonesia's Islam is 

distinct from other Muslim-majority nations. Indonesian Islam is often the only form 

studied. This perspective may ignore the country's and the world's Islamic diversity. 

For instance, Indonesian Islamic Studies may have a less global impact due to its 

 
31 Mukrimin, “Islamic Parties and the Politics of Constitutionalism in Indonesia”, Journal of 

Indonesian Islam, vol. 6, no.2, pp 2892-2912, 2012, doi: DOI: 10.15642/JIIS.2012.6.2.367-390 

32 Mukrimin, “Political Islam and Constitutional Change in Contemporary Indonesia”, Al-

Mizan, vol. 19, no. 1, pp. 39-60, 2023, doi: https://doi.org/10.30603/am.v19i1.3495  

http://dx.doi.org/10.15642/JIIS.2012.6.2.367-390
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narrow focus. To develop the field of Islamic Studies in Indonesia, scholars should 

pay equal attention to Indonesian Islam and the broader Islamic tradition. This 

international lens would help Islamic Studies in Indonesia become more well-known 

and influential outside the country. As a result, Islam in Indonesia is studied through a 

limited and restrictive lens that needs to account for the rich range of Islamic practices 

and beliefs. Islamic Studies must expand beyond Indonesia to better comprehend and 

contextualize Islam. Doing so can help Islamic Studies grow as a field throughout the 

world. 

The third challenge is that Islamic Studies in Indonesia needs help expanding 

due to educational and intellectual constraints33. These constraints include restricted 

funds, weak curricula, a need for qualified professionals, and a weak research 

infrastructure. The absence of diversity in higher education makes this problem more 

difficult. Moreover, government funding for Islamic Studies is frequently insufficient, 

and private industry needs to be faster to invest in the discipline. In order to bridge the 

gap between Islamic heritage and modernity, Islamic Studies in Indonesia must 

overcome many challenges. Due to restrictions in academia and education, studying 

Islam in Indonesia faces formidable challenges. Despite the rising interest in Islamic 

studies, the area has faced numerous challenges that have constrained its development 

and extension. 

One constraint is the requirement for increased resources. It covers everything 

from entire buildings and infrastructure to money, research materials, and other 

academic and intellectual growth resources. With enough resources, creating a 

comprehensive curriculum that meets students' and scholars' different needs and 

interests is easier. More specialists are needed. Despite rising interest in Islamic 

studies, more trained scholars are needed to mentor newcomers. Lack of competence 

hinders scholars' research and publication, slowing area growth. There needs to be 

more research infrastructure in Islamic studies in Indonesia. Lack of research 

facilities, data, and support can hinder research. The need for more diversity in higher 

education worsens the issue. It restricts researchers in Islamic studies from exploring 

new fields and honing their talents in various academic settings. Finally, the field 

should have increased public and commercial sector backing. When given adequate 

resources, Islamic studies have a better chance of gaining the respect of the academic 

community at large. 

An all-encompassing strategy that considers the priorities of those with a stake 

in the field is necessary if Islamic Studies are to flourish in Indonesia. It will need 

more than money to solve Indonesia's Islamic studies problems. The field's growth 

needs to foster a more varied academic environment that welcomes and encourages a 

 
33 M. A. Abdullah, “Islamic studies in higher education in Indonesia: Challenges, impact and 

prospects for the world community,” Al-Jami’ah, vol. 55, no. 2, pp. 391–426, 2017, doi: 

10.14421/ajis.2017.552.391-426. 
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range of opinions and approaches. Promoting academic relationships, collaborations, 

and exchanges with academic institutions from various origins, cultures, and religions 

might help achieve the approach.. Therefore, the social and political factors that 

influence Islamic studies in Indonesia must be considered. It entails combating the 

spread of religious conservatism and bigotry and advancing a more democratic and 

open society that values individualism and diversity of thought. By resolving these 

challenges through the interdisciplinary approach, Islamic studies in Indonesia can 

develop into a more vibrant and complex discipline that contributes to the greater 

worldwide community of Islamic scholarship. It would benefit Indonesian society and 

enhance the global understanding of Islamic thought and practice. 

3. Interdisciplinary Approaches Opportunities in Islamic Studies  

Islamic studies, as the study of Islam and Islamic culture, offer a rare chance 

to bring together disparate academic disciplines. Islamic study is an interdisciplinary 

field that allows researchers to examine Islam and its activities through the lenses of 

history, politics, sociology, and cultural anthropology. This interdisciplinary approach 

enriches our knowledge of Islam and sheds light on religion's contemporary 

relevance. The multidisciplinary nature of Islamic studies enables scholars to 

investigate the influence of religion on various facets of society and provide a larger 

view of Islam. For instance, research into Islamic charity (zakat) and the significance 

of Islamic finance in the global economy can shed light on the religion's influence on 

attempts to reduce poverty. Islamic studies offer a deep knowledge of Islam's religion, 

culture, and global impact by fusing numerous academic disciplines. 

Islamic studies take an interdisciplinary approach, which enables researchers 

to look at the many different branches of Islam. Studying Islam's various sects, 

subcultures, and practices necessitates an interdisciplinary approach. Scholars can 

better appreciate Islam's layered complexity and nuanced interpretations by 

examining the religion's internal diversity. A more unified and cooperative approach 

to comprehending complicated religious and cultural issues is finally produced 

through the multidisciplinary investigation of Islamic culture. Because of this, Islamic 

studies offer a fresh and all-encompassing viewpoint on religion and its social and 

cultural ramifications. Scholars can better grasp Islam and its impact on the modern 

world by combining different academic disciplines. The interdisciplinary study of 

Islam subsequently enables researchers to understand the religion's diversity. It 

encourages interdisciplinary discussion, which helps us better grasp the many facets 

of this religion. 

Investigating the connection between Islam and politics is one of the Islamic 

studies' many multidisciplinary opportunities. Scholarship on Islam and politics 

provides essential analytical and historical insights into the complex ways Islamic 

beliefs and practices have been expressed within the context of political movements 

and regimes. The intersection of Islamic beliefs and politics has also contributed to 

forming and developing Islamic social, cultural, and economic systems. The study of 



Interdisciplinary Approach on Contemporary…  Muh. Rusli 

 

Jurnal Adabiyah Vol. 23 No. 2 (2023) 369 

 

Islam and politics examines the intricate relationship between religion and the state34 

and how politics has influenced the interpretation and application of Islamic 

principles.35 It delves into the historical, social, and cultural factors that have shaped 

the political landscape of Muslim societies and how political events and movements 

have impacted Islamic thought and practice. 

Furthermore, analyzing the various Islamic political ideologies and 

movements36 that have emerged over the years, such as the Islamic revivalist 

movements of the 21st century, the rise of political Islam in the Middle East, and the 

various models of Islamic governance that exist around the world, is an essential 

aspect of this interdisciplinary field. Furthermore, studying Islam and politics37 

teaches us how to incorporate Islamic ideals into modern governance institutions and 

utilize Islamic principles to achieve social justice, human rights, and democracy. It 

also enables a more in-depth knowledge of the role of religion in developing political 

identities and ideologies, as well as how religious beliefs might impact political 

decision-making. As a result, the multidisciplinary study of Islam and politics offers a 

diverse and nuanced viewpoint on the complex interaction between religion and 

politics and its impact on Muslim societies and the larger global society. 

Examining Islam's position in contemporary society is another 

interdisciplinary approach to Islamic studies. It examines Islamic social and political 

ideas and academics' participation in contemporary disputes. Islamic studies must 

understand the diverse socio-political and economic issues surrounding Islam.38 

Islamic studies explore Islam's role in modern civilization. Studying Islamic social 

and political ideas requires an interdisciplinary approach from philosophy, history, 

politics, anthropology, and sociology. Muslim scholars must grasp Muslim societies' 

 
34 B. Kadercan, “Territorial logic of the Islamic State: an interdisciplinary approach,” Territ 

Politic Gov, vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 94–110, Jan. 2021, doi: 10.1080/21622671.2019.1589563. 

35 K. S. Vikør, “Islamic law in the modern world: states, laws, and constitutions,” in Islamic 

studies in the twenty-first century, L. Buskens and A. van Sandwijk, Eds., Amsterdam: Amsterdam 

University Press, 2016, pp. 205–222. [Online]. Available: https://muse.jhu.edu/book/66404 

36 D. Fossati, “The Resurgence of Ideology in Indonesia: Political Islam, Aliran and Political 

Behaviour,” Journal of Current Southeast Asian Affairs, vol. 38, no. 2, pp. 119–148, 2019, doi: 

10.1177/1868103419868400. 

37 D. Achilov and S. Sen, “Got political Islam? Are politically moderate Muslims really 

different from radicals?,” International Political Science Review, vol. 38, no. 5, pp. 608–624, 2017, 

doi: 10.1177/0192512116641940. 

38 N. Hurvitz and E. Alshech, “Changing Islam, changing the world: contrasting visions within 

political Islam,” Ethn Racial Stud, vol. 40, no. 12, pp. 2077–2095, 2017, doi: 

10.1080/01419870.2017.1277029. 
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intellectual and social environment to resolve contemporary disputes over Islam's role 

in politics, citizenship, and Islamic law.39 

Interdisciplinary research on Islam's position in contemporary cultures is 

crucial to understanding how Islam shapes and is shaped by current social, political, 

and economic situations, for example, the case of Islam in Gorontalo.40 By delving 

into these topics, scholars can contribute to a more nuanced understanding of how 

Islam and the Muslim experience intersect with enormous social and political 

challenges. As a bonus, studying Islam benefits from interdisciplinary interactions and 

partnerships. Collaboration between disciplines allows for the sharing of knowledge 

and the consideration of alternative points of view. The interdisciplinary study of 

Islam and its place in society is enriched by collaboration with history, anthropology, 

and sociology experts. 

Furthermore, through multidisciplinary interactions, academics can look at 

Islam from new angles and go beyond the confines of their respective fields. It 

enables them to have a deeper appreciation for the intricate connections between 

Islam and other facets of modern life, such as politics, economics, culture, and 

technology. As a result, interdisciplinary partnerships can help us better comprehend 

the richness and complexity of Islamic customs and beliefs. 

Thus, there are numerous interdisciplinary opportunities in Islamic studies. 

Scholars can deepen their understanding of Islam and its role in society by integrating 

various fields of study, promoting collaborative research, and fostering partnerships. 

The interdisciplinary approach not only explores the Islamic religion and its culture 

more comprehensively but also has the potential to contribute to the future academic 

discourse on Islam. The interdisciplinary approach to Islamic studies also benefits 

scholars and the wider community. It provides a more nuanced understanding of the 

diversity within the Muslim world, its impact on global issues, and how Islamic 

studies can inform public policy. Moreover, the collaboration between scholars from 

different fields and backgrounds fosters cross-cultural understanding and promotes 

cultural exchange. Therefore, an interdisciplinary approach to Islamic studies is 

crucial in promoting diversity, inclusion, and intercultural dialogue by challenging 

preconceived notions and stereotypes about Islam and Muslim communities. 

Interdisciplinary Islamic studies project increase our understanding of Islam. 

These projects allow us to examine religion, its practice, and its cultural context more 

 
39 A. Yasa, “The development of Indonesian Islamic law: A historical overview,” Journal of 

Indonesian Islam, vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 101–122, 2015, doi: 10.15642/JIIS.2015.9.1.101-122. 

40 Mukrimin, “Investigating the Role of Islam in Shaping Political Identity in Gorontalo”, Al-

Jauhari: Jurnal Studi Islam dan Interdisipliner, vol. 8, no. 1, pp. 65-81, 2023. 
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holistically and nuancedly by bringing together experts from several academic 

disciplines, including history, anthropology, sociology, philosophy, and political 

science. It can lead to fresh insights and views, challenging and broadening our 

understanding of Islam. Interdisciplinary projects promote debate and collaboration 

among experts from different fields. These projects promote collaboration and respect 

across disciplines by allowing scholars to interact and learn from one another. It can 

help scholars develop a complete picture of Islam and its place in the world. 

Ultimately, interdisciplinary efforts in Islamic studies can significantly affect policy 

and practice. They can help to inform and shape policies connected to challenges like 

violent extremism and ethical finance by creating new knowledge and insights. 

Interdisciplinary projects examining violent extremism's origins can help 

governments devise countermeasures. 

Therefore, interdisciplinary research in Islamic studies has the potential to 

impact both policy and practice significantly. By generating new information and 

fresh perspectives on topics such as violent extremism and ethical business practices, 

they can help to inform and shape government policy. Interdisciplinary studies 

investigating the roots of violent extremism may help policymakers devise more 

efficient methods to counteract the phenomenon. Those investigating the ethical 

aspects of Islamic finance can also contribute to developing legislation and practices 

in this essential field. Interdisciplinary endeavours in Islamic studies are necessary to 

make any progress in our understanding of Islam, both in terms of its history and the 

cultural milieu in which it has developed. By working together beyond traditional 

disciplinary lines, academics have the potential to advance our understanding and 

contribute to the development of policies and procedures that are more effective in a 

variety of fields. 

4. The Future Outlook: Possibilities for Further Interdisciplinary Approaches 

in Islamic Studies  

Islamic study is an interdisciplinary area that draws from various academic 

fields. Despite the progress that has been made in this area, there is still a significant 

amount of potential for additional techniques that draw from other disciplines. The 

field of Islamic studies offers some opportunities for the development of additional 

multidisciplinary methods.41 

First, interdisciplinary approaches to Islamic text analysis: There is a need for 

more interdisciplinary ways of interpreting Islamic texts, particularly the Quran and 

Hadith. Rather than depending simply on traditional readings and commentaries, 

Islamic scholars can benefit from employing a variety of analytical methodologies 

from diverse disciplines to throw more light on the content and context of these 

writings. Historians, for example, can use their knowledge of the historical 

 
41 S. Kadi, “Research methods for Islamic banking and finance law: Interdisciplinary research 

method,” European Journal of Islamic Finance, vol. 9, no. 2, pp. 1–8, 2022. 
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background to study the historical context of a specific verse. In contrast, literary 

academics can use their understanding of literary devices to analyse rhetorical aspects. 

Sociologists and anthropologists, for example, might examine how writings were 

received and interpreted by various groups and cultures throughout history. Linguists 

can assess the language and syntax employed, while psychologists can investigate 

texts' psychological and emotional influence on individuals and groups. Islamic 

scholars can get a more thorough and nuanced grasp of the texts by embracing these 

interdisciplinary techniques, leading to more informed and insightful interpretations. 

Second, interdisciplinary approaches to Islamic ethics: Islamic ethics is a 

complicated subject that overlaps with many other disciplines, including philosophy, 

psychology, sociology, and anthropology. Islamic scholars can better understand 

Islam's ethical teachings and how they pertain to contemporary challenges by 

embracing interdisciplinary approaches. Social scientists, for example, can use their 

knowledge to examine the societal consequences of Islamic ethics, whereas 

philosophers can examine the moral logic underpinning Islamic ethical precepts. 

Multidisciplinary approaches in Islamic ethics relate to the use of many disciplines to 

achieve a better knowledge of Islamic ethics. It brings together researchers from many 

domains, such as philosophy, psychology, sociology, and anthropology, to examine 

Islamic teachings concerning ethical dilemmas. By employing an interdisciplinary 

approach, scholars can provide a more comprehensive assessment of Islamic ethics 

and its relevance to modern challenges. Islamic ethics, for example, can be studied 

through the lens of philosophy to comprehend the fundamental moral principles that 

underlie ethical teachings. 

Third, interdisciplinary political economy: Islamic economics is another area 

where multidisciplinary approaches may be helpful. Islamic academics can learn 

about economic issues from an Islamic perspective by mixing economics, politics, 

and international relations. They can examine how Islamic finance and banking 

models could be integrated into the global financial system or how Western economic 

theories can be harmonized with Islamic economic principles. Political economists 

use interdisciplinary methods to understand economic issues. Islamic economics 

blends economics, political science, and international relations to understand 

economic issues from an Islamic perspective. Islamic academics can better understand 

economics by pulling from many sources, which may inspire new solutions to old 

problems. Islamic scholars can also help bridge the West-Islamic divide by studying 

how Western and Islamic economic theories can be reconciled. Islamic nations can 

participate in international trade and finance by adopting Islamic banking and finance 

methods. It could improve intercultural communication and cooperation, boosting 

Islamic economies. Interdisciplinary political economy approaches, especially those 

based on Islamic economics, can illuminate and help solve some of the field's most 

challenging issues. 
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Fourth, bridging the gap between Islamic Studies and other disciplines: 

Islamic studies can be made more valuable and accessible to academics in other fields 

by adopting an interdisciplinary approach that allows for its interaction with other 

disciplines. It may open up novel study, instruction, and public service avenues. 

Studying Islam and Muslim communities is a broad and multifaceted academic 

discipline. Combining Islamic studies with fields like history, anthropology, 

sociology, and political science might be difficult because of its distinctiveness and 

perceived isolation from other academic disciplines. By bringing together experts 

from different fields to discuss issues that cross over into Islamic studies, 

interdisciplinary methods can assist in closing this knowledge gap. For instance, 

historians and Islamic studies experts can work together better to understand the 

impact of Islamic civilization on global history. The relationship between Islamic law 

and human rights, the place of Islam in modern politics, and the influence of Islamic 

cultural expressions on art and literature can all be studied through multidisciplinary 

research. Such interdisciplinary methods increase the breadth of study and instruction 

and open fresh channels for interdisciplinary discussion and cooperation. If 

multidisciplinary approaches are encouraged, Islamic studies can benefit from 

improved understanding and respect of the Islamic faith and culture. It can foster 

interfaith and intercultural involvement and contribute to constructing understanding 

bridges across various cultures. 

From an academic standpoint, the interdisciplinary approach promotes a cross-

disciplinary scholarship that exposes students to diverse perspectives, research 

methodologies, and analytical tools. It prepares scholars to examine Islam in its 

broadest context critically and develops their skills and competencies to engage in 

cross-disciplinary and collaborative research. The interdisciplinary approach in 

education involves integrating multiple academic disciplines and areas of study to 

provide a more comprehensive understanding of complex issues, problems, or 

phenomena. In studying Islam, this approach would involve combining disciplines 

such as history, sociology, political science, anthropology, philosophy, theology, and 

others to examine religion and its impact from a multifaceted perspective42. 

E. Conclusion 

Using an interdisciplinary approach, scholars would be exposed to various 

perspectives, research approaches, and analytical tools that would enhance their 

knowledge and comprehension of Islam beyond a narrow, single-discipline approach. 

Students would be able to draw on knowledge from a wide range of disciplines to 

understand better and explain Islamic ideas, customs, and artifacts. This 

 
42 R. Ilaina, N. Ahid, and A. E. Prasetiyo, “Epistemology of Interdisciplinary Research at 

Islamic Study on State Islamic Religious Higher Education in Indonesia,” FITRAH: Jurnal Kajian 

Ilmu-ilmu Keislaman, vol. 8, no. 1, pp. 1–20, 2022. 
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interdisciplinary program would help students see Islam as a constantly changing 

phenomenon founded in various cultural, social, and historical settings. 

By developing the skills and competencies needed to engage in cross-

disciplinary and collaborative research, scholars would be equipped to address 

complex questions and issues related to Islam and its place in the modern world. They 

would generate more nuanced and sophisticated views of modern debates and 

controversies involving Islam if they had a more comprehensive awareness of how 

Islam has been shaped and shaped by social, cultural, and political forces. To sum up, 

encouraging an interdisciplinary approach helps students develop a more complete, 

nuanced, and critical understanding of Islam, making them more equipped to deal 

with the complexities of the real world. 

Finally, adopting interdisciplinary approaches in Islamic studies can bring 

many benefits and advantages. First, broadening the scope of research: By adopting 

interdisciplinary approaches, scholars can broaden the scope of research beyond 

traditional boundaries. It can lead to new insights and perspectives and a more 

nuanced and profound understanding of the subject matter. Second, enhancing the 

interdisciplinary dialogue: Through interdisciplinary approaches, scholars from 

different fields can engage in dialogue and exchange ideas, fostering new 

collaborations and partnerships. It can lead to more innovative and impactful research 

outcomes. Third, addressing real-world problems: Adopting interdisciplinary 

approaches can enable Islamic scholars to address real-world problems by drawing on 

insights from multiple disciplines. For example, they can explore how Islamic ethics 

can contribute to resolving global ethical challenges, such as climate change, poverty, 

and inequality. Fourth, bridging the gap between Islamic Studies and other 

disciplines: Interdisciplinary approaches can facilitate the integration of Islamic 

studies with other disciplines, making it more relevant and accessible to scholars from 

other fields. It can create new opportunities for research, teaching, and outreach. 
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