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Abstract: Separating among the theory, practice, and 
social transformation in the context of science and movement is extremely dangerous and will only create significant imbalances. In the Islamic context, this separation is clearly contrary to the mission of Islam. Islam always links among faith, science, charity, and welfare in the creation of human life that is fair and humane. In other words, Islam links among the ideological belief, theory, practice, and social 
foundation, it is expected to further develop IHE to become religious and scientific laboratory by borrowing the term from Prof. Harun Nasution—as a creator of ”modern mujtahid.”
In the context of campus politic, the students can join the lecturers in a row of politicial interest, but it does not occur in rank of academic, research, and community empowerment. 

It is ironic, isn’t it!

Further impact of the ”crisis” of this academic community, IHE does not have proudly intelectualism icon, whether in the aspects of thought or movement. The scientific nuances of PTAI are nearly alike, there is no academic character that stands out as its strength (uniqueness).
… a fact that we should admit that the academic climate and tradition at the IHE is still fragile, or we can infer that there is still unclear developed fundamental roots and science vision. The lecturers’ expertise cannot also academically be proven by the scientific work and authoritative thinking. The fragile academic tradition and vague science vision are called the "hanging intellectualism." 

Due to the lacking research routines and rarely new findings in IHE, they considerably can challenge the advance of science and implementation of religious values which eventually leads IHE to be just like as “speech institution” aimed to provide information and expand knowledge among university students, and promote the “truth” regarding religious doctrines among the society.

Introduction

Campus is usually identified with the intellectualism. But the campus intellectualism orientation is generally different from the intellectualism of boarding school or the intellectualism of NGO (Non Governmental Organization). The intellectualism of boarding school with its typical tradition tends to be identified as a classic-traditional Islamic intellectualism which is oriented on the individual piety. While the intellectualism of NGO is identified as practical-transformational intellectualism which orientates to the social change, both at the level of public policy and real-life community. On the other hand, the intellectualism of campus is the theoretical-academic intellectualism which orientates to the production of science, and creating new theories and new findings. The stereotype tends to be standardized and seems to be the division of intellectual among campus, boarding schools, and NGOs. The further implication of this assumption is the separation among theory, practice, and social transformation.

Separating among the theory, practice, and social transformation in the context of science and movement is extremely dangerous and will only create significant imbalances. In the Islamic context, this separation is clearly contrary to the mission of Islam. Islam always links among faith, science, charity, and welfare in the creation of human life that is fair and humane. In other words, Islam links among the ideological belief, theory, practice, and social transformation. However, this paper does not intend to discuss the relationship among those three or four elements. This paper will only describe briefly about the writer’s reading of the development of the Islamic Higher Education (IHE)
 in the context of intellectualism and social movements. Even it has more internal criticism of the education in IHE than the scientific criticism.

Shift of Paradigm

In the early of its establishment history, many people questioned the existence of IHE: does it orientate to create the scientists and religious intellectuals or to create da’i (religious proselytizer) and the government officials in the field of religion? This presumption arises because in the 50s, when IHE institution initiated, the government need to the religious officers was very big and urgent, while the academic buildings of IHE was still unclear. Based in that need, the establishment of IHE was once suspected as the ideological, religious and political missions. The distrust towards IHE as the academic education institution also occurred and it was discussed in many scientific meetings. In fact, the nomenclature of "Islam" as a science - attached to his name (IAIN, STAIN, or PTAI) – was also once questioned among the scholars and scientists, who were generally from Islamic educational background.

Whether we realize it or not, today IHE has been recognized and taken into account as a higher education institution that has its own class in the science and political field. The assumption of the scholars, that IHE is not an academic institution, not a scientific institution, or just a religious proselytizing institution, is now vanished. The stereotype history and the negative assumptions are now end. IHE has greatly and significantly changed, both on its position and its contribution to the changes occurring in this country.

Now, IHE has thousands of doctors and professors with specific expertise spreading across Indonesia. If a few years ago, most of those doctors and professors still concentrated at UIN Jakarta, UIN Yogyakarta, UIN Bandung, UIN Malang, UIN Makassar, UIN Riau, UIN Surabaya, UIN Aceh, IAIN Semarang, IAIN Cirebon, and IHEs in other big cities, now almost all IHEs have sufficient doctors and professors. A number of doctors and professors, among them, teach at a number of leading universities, both in Indonesia and abroad (Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, Australia, Canada, the Netherlands, America, German, French, etc.). The scientific works of IHE’s lecturers, whether in the form of books or scientific articles have been published internationally in English and Arabic language by the top-grade publishers. The alumni of IHE have also significantly involved in the world of science, society, politics, and economy now. Many alumni of IHE become lecturers and researchers at the government's higher education institutions and non-governmental organizations. Likewise, there are a number of alumni of IHE who became pioneers, founders, and activists of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working in the field of education, study, research, and advocacy. The same thing in politics, many members of the legislative, judicial, ambassador, and government officials (including ministers) also graduated from IHE.

Moreover, through the Act Number 12 of 2012 on Higher Education in Article 10, that the scientific religion has been recognized as the part of science and technology which is paralleled to the humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, formal sciences, and applied sciences.
 
Regardless of the criticism about the relevance of the studied science with the profession of graduates’ field, this fact confirms that IHE is no longer a religious proselytizing institution solely as once accused by a number of people, including scientists from the Science Institute of Indonesia (SIA). IHE has now become the educational institution and scientific institution, like the other educational institutions in general, though, in fact, the nuance of its dakwah (religious message) is still very strong, whether in teaching activities, education, community service, or even in research.
 This latter condition is an acute problem of IHE since its establishment; it means there is a pull between dakwah paradigm and scientific paradigm in producing graduates. However, with the transformation of the State Islamic Institution (SII/IAIN) into the State Islamic University (SIU/UIN), the pull of it becomes less and less but it does not disappear.

Frankly speaking, with the shortages and weaknesses of IHE, the development mentioned above, that the paradigmatic shift from dakwah to the scientific is extremely encouraging because the scientific paradigm is the basic foundation for the establishment of IHE as the higher education institution and the scientific institution. From this foundation, it is expected to further develop IHE as the religious and scientific laboratory – and borrow the term from Prof. Harun Nasution – as the creator of "modern mujtahid."

The Multidisciplinary Approach 

As an institution of higher education, IHE has now developed a wide range of scientific disciplines that is commonly implemented at the scene of science. IHE not only provides the teaching and continually develops the Islamic studies with various approaches (Islamic studies with the approaches of social sciences, humanities, and even natural sciences), but also at the same time, IHE teaches and develops the social sciences, humanities, and natural sciences independently as the parts of Islamic studies in the broadest sense. This development can be seen from a number of faculties, departments, and study institutions that are opened in order to carry out the scientific substance of the changes from IAIN to UIN (ISI to ISU). In some UINs in Indonesia, now in addition to the faculty of "native IHE" like tarbiyah (teaching and education), Shariah (law), Ushuluddin (theology), adab (manners), and dakwah (religious proselytizing), it also opens the faculty of social sciences, humanities, and exact sciences, as well as engineering and medicine.

The current development shows that the presence of UIN is such a positive thing and gets a great response from the public. It is said that even the public interest to enroll at the general faculty (newly opened) is much larger than the enrolment at the faculty of "native IHE". It means that, there is an anxiety to the removal of the faculty of "native IHE" from its own house, on the other hand, it also can be inferred that the public requires the religious education (Islam) that is contextual, transparent, real, and in direct contact with the social reality of the humanity; it is not religious education (Islam) that only focuses on worship (ritual-formal), hereafter (eschatological), "inspecting" holy texts (Koran and Hadith), and only learning the history of the past.

This is such an encouraging development of IHE, especially in the terms of institutional and imaging. It does not just add faculties and departments, but also continues to create the Islamic scholars who are multidisciplinary in a big number, that in the government calculation are very meaningful in the context of an increase in the Gross Participation Ratio (GPR) and an increase in the Human Development Index (HDI).

Hanging Intellectualism

Out of the glories of the achievement above, to be honest, in the context of academic and intellectualism, the quality of IHE still should be encouraged. Jahja Umar, the education observer, the former General Director of Islamic Education of Religious Affair Department, repeatedly criticized that at IHE’s campus, there were still no academic communities (academic society) in the true sense. There were basically only politic communities (political society). According to Jahja Umar, the students and lecturers were supposed to act as academicians; in their annual academic calendar, they more preoccupied with the political agenda of the campus, local politics, and even national politics, which was constantly changing and volatile than their responsibility of the academic agenda.

As a result, the time allocation of the lecturers and students is mostly spent on directing the motion of campus political factionalism, such as the election of rector / chairman, dean election, jockeying for position of power, and the like, rather than on taking care and conducting research, teaching, coaching, and writing scientific papers and innovative scientific assessments. The political nuances seem bigger than the academic nuances in campus conversation. In the political context of the campus, students can join the lecturers in a row of political interests, but does not occur in the rank of academic interests, research, and community empowerment.
 It is ironic, isn’t it! 

Further impact of the ”crisis” of this academic community, IHE does not have proudly intelectualism icon, whether in the aspects of thought or movement. The scientific nuances of PTAI are nearly alike, there is no academic character that stands out as its strength (uniqueness). Based on the observation, there have not been sounded the Islamic reformation and alternative thinking yet existed from the institution of IHE. Indeed there are some lecturers that individually sound out about the reformation and Islamic alternative thinking, but in their own campus, they are marginalized, and even are avoided from campus scientific authority – fortunately, they are not be –takfir- (to be being infidel) as the habit of some fundamentalist Islamic organizations, and that tragedy once happened to Prof. Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd at al-Azhar University in Cairo.
 

The New findings from the research results and the results of the study influencing the discourse and social movements are invisible. To explain this, there are two possible causes. First, the results of the researches and studies of IHE’s lecturers do not touch the Islamic discourses and social movements developed in Indonesia; or the second, the results of researches and studies of IHE’s lecturers are not qualified, so it does not animate and inspire the founding of the innovative and transformative Islamic movement and thought in Indonesia.

Another consequence of the "crisis" of this academic community, the consortium of the sciences that should exist in every IHE has not neatly and seriously explored yet, therefore, the authority of sciences at IHE becomes unclear. Rector, Head, or Dean is obviously not an academic position, now that they do not have the authority to determine and regulate the academic and scientific substances. This science consortium should take a policy in determining the direction and become a "judge" and "supervisor" of science that develops at respective IHE to avoid science malpractice.

This is why the capacity and expertise of IHE’s lecturers are not concerned as an academic requirement in a long time. We still find a lecturer who teaches many courses that are not in accordance with his/her expertise. In addition, there are also many lecturers who comment, write, do research, and assess the scientific works that do not belong to their expertise. As a matter of fact, it is certainly not wrong, but this condition makes the scientific activity of the lecturers not focus and converge to their whole expertise; the thing needed in the academic world. Of this fact, IHE’s lecturers are often named after "Superman/superwoman lecturer", "versatile lecturer," but the lecturer’s habit (ability) is very limited, because it is not supported by the academic climate and good academic tradition in the environment.

As a result, our IHE nowadays has proved itself to be educational institution and scientific institution with all its devices. From day by day, the IHE continually improves and increasingly supports its academic institutions. But in fact, we should admit that the academic climate and tradition at the IHE is still fragile, or we can infer that there is still unclear developed fundamental roots and science vision. The lecturers’ expertise cannot also academically be proven by the scientific work and authoritative thinking. The fragile academic tradition and vague science vision are called the "hanging intellectualism."

The Imbalance of Tri Dharma

Admittedly or not, the facts precisely illustrate the unproportional implementation of the Tri Dharma of University (education, research, and community service). Although they are not necessarily balance, the three principles are supposed to get much attention, balance-budget portion, as well as sufficient management to succeed IHE becoming the secientific institutions.   
Although there has been an increase of research budget and dedication trend towards the society due to the insistence of higher education laws, the concerns of IHE likely still depend on the management of teaching and learning instead of the research and community service. In addition, there have not been any agendas of strategic and systematic researches which should be done over long, short, and even annual terms. In this case, the programs of research and community service seem getting less attention from the authority over IHE. Therefore, the passion to conduct researches among lecturers of IHE is not as high as that of their teaching routines. It is considerably caused by the academic environment which likely tends less supports towards the routines of research and community empowerment.   

As figured out, due to the lacking research routines and rarely new findings in IHE, they considerably can challenge the advance of science and implementation of religious values which eventually leads IHE to be just like as “speech institution” aimed to provide information and expand knowledge among university students, and promote the “truth” regarding religious doctrines among the society. Thereby, the position of lectures in this case looks like preachers who do not really need the changes of interpretation of some doctrines and innovative findings.   

Therefore, the students’ learning concern is not merely to change mindset and to create new thinking about religion, but also to lead them deeply understand about the religious values, and finally can apply them into daily life. As the result, the affective and psychomotor domains expectedly dominate more rather than the cognitive and innovative aspects.    

Referring to this academic policy, it can be clearly assumed that IHE seems left behind in regard with science updates, including social, cultural, exact knowledges, and even temporary Islamic thoughts. It is then caused by a trend view that the latest information and science are not the primary needs of people these days. Even, few of new thoughts contradict former thoughts which tend to grow controversy, and then are considered as misled thoughts beyondthe Islamic views. Thus, the born of new thoughts seem to be mistrusted and left away by academic ommunity.

Both Research & Service Included as Academic Pillars

In terms of the developing potraits of IHE as exemplified above, we need to think for sure about the academic designs which make either research or community service finally become parts of pillars of IHE. Throughout these designs, all academic policies should be decided based on research conclusions and data which are all gained seriously. Likewise, the community services are conducted as a follow-up reaction from research recommendations as well as educational innovation. Similarly, in order to appropriately suit and answer the social and academic needs, the research problems then should be based on some educational problems and experiences throughout community service. Thereby, the balance and and proportional points of University three principles (Tri Dharma) are very essential to do in every single academic program. 

Both research and community services are supposed to be the keywords of academic development. Without researches, the academic activities are hardly to increase. Thus, throughout academic development, people these days considerably can learn very deeply the factual phenomena of Indonesia as the research objectives, in order to widely promote the typology of Indonesian Islamic Institutes to International academic life.

By these facts sufficiently encourage people to rethink again about the academic designs of IHE to be strongly based on the research findings and then get them as the main concerns of IHE.       

In terms of academic designs, the kind of research furthermore is not a kind of research which is called ”busa”, ”egois”, and ”onani”, or a kind of research that is beyond from two others dharma of higher education, namely education and community service. Yet, the proposed kind of research in this context is a type of research that unites, guides, and covers both education and community service. This therefore aims to relead tri dharma of higher education become united, integrated, and linked values, as equilateral triangles symbolizes. 
As the result, the research in this context is not merely a kind of research which aims to explain, to know, to describe, to predict, to explore, and even to evaluate a social reality, but also hopefully to change the social reality, such humans’ daily life becomes much more fair, humanistic, and civilized. For few details, the expected research in this case is not solely for science development, but also for transformation of society’s daily life becomes just, humanistic, and civilized as well.     

Principally, the research orientation which changes the community’s social life is written throughout the Act number 12 of year 2012, regarding higher education, some of them are as follows:

Article 5

The higher education aims to:

(1). To produce both science and technology throughout some researches which concern and implement the values of the humanities, which expectedly contribute to the development of nation, the progress of civilization, and the prosperity of humans’ life as well.   

Article 45

 (1).  The research in the higher education are basically projected to develop science and technology as well as to increase the prosperity of community and the national competition quality.

Article 46

(1). The research findings expectedly benefit for:

a. the enrichment of science, technology, and learning;

b. the development of higher education quality and the progress of national civilization;

c. the improvement of self-independency, progressivity, and national competence quality;

d. the need fulfillment of national development strategies; and

e. the changes of Indonesian society to become a need-based society.

 (2). The research findings then have to be widely expanded through seminars, publications, and be patented by the higher education unless for confidential research findings or those that can danger public tendency.

 (3). The research findings of academic community published through international journals should be legally patented and even used by industries or companies, technological tools, and transferred to books, which all then are used as learning sources. So, they hopefully can be awarded by the local authority.

Additionally, the educational orientation which changes the society’s life styles should also be in accordance with the rules of community services, which are officially mentioned in the Act number 12 of year 2012 regarding higher education. Some of the rules are as follows:

Article 1

11.  The community service is a routine of academic community which employs both science and technology in order to advance the social prosperity as well as to educate the national life. 

Article 5

The higher education aims to:

a. To provide community services based on logical thingking and researches  which are sufficiently contributive to advance public welfare and enlighten or educate the national life.
Article 47
(1). The community service is an activity of academic community in implementing and habituating the values of science and technology to force the social prosperity and enlighten the national life. 

(2). The community service, as mentioned in point (1), is conducted through various activities which are approproate with academic culture, expertise, and science autonomy  of academic community, and social-cultural condition of the society as well.

(3). The results of community service are thus used to advance science and technology, teaching and learning sources, and the enlightment among the academic community. 

(4).The government gives awards to the result of community services, which have been published into international journals, or have been patented and then been alreadly implemented in business and industrial areas or taken in approrpiate-technological use.

Regarding Participatory Action Reserach (PAR) or other similar kinds of research, they can be utilized as alternatives for science development in IHE for the near future. PAR is principally a kind of research integrating among research, education, and community services in where three of them are absolute principles of higher institutions. Moreover, PAR also integrates the among of ideology, theory, practices, and social transformation as a connected and unseparated components.

A similar word, correlating with Islamic context,  PAR likely integrates among belief, knowledge, charity, and social welfare as three integrative components. Further, PAR aims not only to figure out new theories from society’s daily life, but also widely to establish local knowledge or people knowledge,  and social transformation as well. 

Thereby, the relation among tri dharma of higher institutions and three pillars of PAR can eventually be described throughout this following figure:



 





If these components work well, the Islamic higher institutions (IHE) along with their advance developments of knowledge and community service are then being able to respond sort of social realities which are becoming problems of social  life over Indonesian people nowadays. Finally, IHE becomepeople’s high expectation. 

Strategies of Implementation


The awareness towards the importance of combination between research and community service has actually promoted for many years. However, its implementation in the university seems in opposite in fact. It is considerably caused by that both the arguments and thoughts are only spoken but not actualized yet. Therefore, through this research, I highly recommend the implementation strategy in order to correlate both researches and community services, as elaborated in the following:

1. Officially, the two of research and community service is supposed to be under control of one department and officially led by one leader. This strategy these days seems effectively being accommodated by organizational rules and work management under UIN/IAIN/STAIN, which are throughout an institution controlling both research and community service. Although by institution is still potentially to separate between research and community service by means of structure of center organization, such the research and community service center. However, in regard with combination, this kind of organizational structure seems unnecessary anymore. Thus, the structural organization can be altered to other kinds of study centers which later become the concerns of university, such as the dialogue center of public policy, Islamic law development, and the dialogue and inter-religious centers, the study center of conflict reconciliation, and the center of Islamic study development. Therefore, to accommodate the implementation of KKN or others can be actualized through establishing the center of students’ activity as outlined previously.

2. Both research and community services are effectively covered in one budgeting. Then, every budgeting of research should be along with a must to publish those research findings throughout books, journals, or other publishing. Additionally, the findings are also to be discussed by means of discussion, seminars, teachings, and even speeches, or to be followed up through continual community services. Likewise, the budgeting of community services should be preceded by findings of research and community service. Then, those findings are soon published, discussed, and utilized as teaching sources in the classroom. Thereby, there will be a complete combination among the three of research, community service, and teaching which are not separated one another. In similar words, there will not be any research without any feedback of community service and used for knowledge resource; no community service without preceded by some researches and be followed into knowledge source; no implementation of education without referring to findings of both research and community services. 

3. The activity of research and community service is conducted in one integrated social area with allocated time. With sufficiently allocated time, the research activities are then conducted in one location with few approaches as well as various disciplines correlated with diverse subjects of study taught in higher institutions. After that, they are followed by community services with some approaches and disciplines based on various fields of study offered in higher institutions. As predicted, if these all are done and integrated simultaneously, the changes of society’s social life or social transformation can happen only within short time, and eventually can be considered as successful contributions of higher institutions.  

4. Involving society as the subject of both research and community service, the society in this case is not the object of research otherwise is the subject of research who takes responsibility along with academic society IHE to conduct a sort of researches and community services. Likewise, in order to conduct endless social activity, it is necessary to involve some religious organizations, such NU or Muhammadiyah, and NGO, which exist among the society. This participation is a strategic and tactic step. So, the cooperation between higher institutions and civil organizations is remarkably significant to continually create social transformation into that community. 

All in all, with these strategies, the combination of research and community service is not only an expectation, but then really becomes real parts of academic life. Thus, the higher institutions do not merely contribute in one side and takes social function in few sides of people’s daily life, but also becomes the gate of social changes and intellectual community. Similarly, they do not only manifest thoughts, but also boost social changes among society’s daily life and widely establish knowledge-local based (the nationalism of Indonesia).
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� The paper is presented at the First International Conference on Field of transformation.


In the early of its establishment history, many people questioned the existence of IHE: does it orientate to create the scientists and religious intellectuals or to create da’i (religious proselytizer) and the government officials in the field of religion?


The shift of dakwah  (religious proselytizing) paradigm to science paradigm is the foundation of IHE as a higher education and scientific institution. From this University-Community Partnerships (The 1st International Conference on University Community Engagement) “Redefining University-Community Engagement,” which was organized by the Supporting Islamic Leadership in Indonesia (SILE) Project in collaboration with the Directorate of Islamic Higher Education (DIHE) of The Ministry of Religious Affairs, on November 25th to 28th 2014, in Makassar, South Sulawesi.


� 


� When called it as IHE/PTAI (Islamic Higher Education), it refers to SIU/UIN (State Islamic University), SII/IAIN (State Islamic Institution), SIHE/STAIN (State Islamic High Education), and PIHE/PTAIS (Private Islamic Education) in the form of II/IAI (Islamic Institution), IHE/STAI (Islamic High Education), or so forth which are widely spread in Indonesia. 


� Read the article 10 Verse (2) of the Act Number 12 of 2012 on Higher Education; “Parts of Science and technology as referred to Verse (1) consist of: a. religious knowledge; b. humanities; c. social sciences; d. natural sciences; e. formal sciences; and f. applied sciences.” In verse (3) it is explained that “the parts of science and technology as referred to verse (2) are transformed, developed, and/or distributed by Academic Community through Tridharma (three principles of higher education; education, research, and community service).”


� When I became the Section Head of Scientific Research and Assessment in Higher Education Directorate of Islam, DG of Islamic Education, the Ministry of Religious Affairs (2001-2009), I often found the research proposals and research results, either in writing or during the presentation which had a dakwah motive (religious message) and used Islamic framework to subdue social reality that was being studied. It caused the research results were very biased and tended to force or blame. The researchers’ position then were not as the researchers who tried to understand, explain, describe, explore, or just to know, but they became the 'judges' on the social reality.  


� To be honest, we rarely find the lecturers and students to do a research together (as the reseacher dan co-reseacher), or write a Scientific Journal or scientific book together (as the writer dan co-writer). Whereas, working together with lecturers and students in the academic activity is indeed much better in realizing the academic community and highly effective learning. 


� See, the stigma of JIL/LIN (Liberal Islam Network) occurs much faster than the stigma of fundamentalists in PTAI/IHE. If only there is a critical lecturer or a group of lecturers and actively urge the reformation or changes to the Islamic understanding up till now, they are immediately stigmatized as LIN, and as a result of this stigma, the lecturers are marginalized and kept away from campus activities, whether in the power structure, teaching, research, or community service. In fact, they can be being in-persona-non-grata-right at campus. On the contrary, for the lecturer or a group of lecturers who sound out the establishment of an Islamic state or formalization of Islamic law, or even do not recognize the state of Pancasila, they are not stigmatized as 'fundamentalist' or 'radical', and also are not in-persona-non-grata-right on campus. In fact, they sometimes obtain privilege, because they seem have done more fighting on 'Islam'. 


� See, the literatures and references of curriculum which are mostly utilized by PTAI/IHE are likely classic books or old books, which are considerably irrelevant any longer with the conditions these days. Besides that, the books written by Alim Ulama and the contemporary scientists seem partially disrespected as their contents which are strongly different from those of classical scientists.   
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